September 2021

Greetings from Bishop Joe
Several months ago, the Archdiocese began a planning
process called Beacons of Light to study how the
Archdiocese and parishes might better use resources to
evangelize, that is, to live our faith and to share our faith.
Recently, Archbishop Schnurr wrote a letter to us regarding
Beacons of Light.
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
As we celebrate the bicentennial anniversary of the
Archdiocese of Cincinnati, we give thanks to our generous
God for the many blessings He has bestowed on us and look
forward with expectant faith to what is to come.
Much has changed in our archdiocese and in the United
States over the past 200 years. For instance, we are an
increasingly mobile society, no longer traveling to work or
church on foot or horseback. Compared to earlier eras in
our country’s history, when waves of European Catholic
immigrants faced scorn and discrimination, Catholics have
made tremendous progress in educational level, social
acceptance, career achievement and affluence. Catholics
can now be found in the highest tiers of every profession and
public office in this country.
Unfortunately, not all change over the past two centuries has
been for the better. American assimilation has brought with
it a certain diminishment of distinctive Catholic culture.
Religious practice among Catholics, following the overall
U.S. trend, is in serious decline. One need only look at the
empty pews of an average Sunday Mass to know this.
Catholic families are generally not as large as they used to
be and fewer parents encourage their children to consider a
religious vocation. Here in our own archdiocese, while we
have been blessed these past few years with an increase in
the number of men ordained to the priesthood and in
seminary formation, we have even more in active ministry
who are at or beyond retirement age.
Despite these discouragements, our mission – Christ’s great
commission to proclaim the Good News of salvation and
make disciples of all nations – remains. We are called to be
God’s joyful witnesses, to radiate Christ in all we do, so that
all people might know, love and follow Jesus through this
life and into the next.
As Church, together we always have the responsibility to
look ahead and make the best use of all the Lord has
provided us. If we are to be the Church as Christ intends, we
must understand that “status quo” can have no place in our
vocabulary. We must prayerfully ask ourselves, “What in
God’s plan must we do next?” Are our resources properly
and most effectively aligned with our God-given mission? Is
each of our parishes a strong, vital community of
evangelization, centered on the Eucharist, that continuously
draws its parishioners and attracts new members into a

more intimate relationship with Jesus … or is it just
struggling to survive? If the latter, why is that? And what
might we do about it?
To address these questions, the Archdiocese of Cincinnati
has launched Beacons of Light, a process of comprehensive
pastoral planning for our third century of faith in this
archdiocese. Under the leadership of Father Jan Schmidt,
Director of Pastoral Vitality, and in collaboration with our
priests and experienced consultants, we are studying every
aspect of our archdiocese and parishes to determine how to
best array our resources – human, physical and financial –
to spread the Gospel far and wide.
This process will naturally bring with it much anxiety and
trepidation as you wonder about the future of your beloved
parish. This is a testament to the deep affection parishioners
have for their parishes, for which I am very grateful.
Beacons of Light will challenge each of us to place the best
interests of the Church and our future generations at the
forefront of our planning. It will require us to be open to
solutions with which we may not immediately feel
comfortable.
Our local Church is a part of the Lord’s plan for His people,
and that plan cannot fail. God’s love is too powerful for that.
It is up to us to rely on that love and respond to it, both as
individuals and as members of the one Church. As we look to
the future, we can be certain that the Gospel will continue to
be preached, the sacraments will continue to be celebrated,
and the Lord will always be with His people.
The Beacons of Light plan will be finished by the end of
this year, but the actual implementation will take several
years. You will have an opportunity to comment on the plan
in October before it is finalized, and you will be invited to
assist your pastor with the implementation at the parish
level. I urge you to stay engaged with this initiative by
signing up for the free Beacons Update newsletter
at CatholicAOC.org/Beacons.
As we embark on this challenging but necessary endeavor,
let us together ask for the intercession of our Blessed Mother
that God continue to bless us with His presence and His
love, as He has our first 200 years.
Sincerely yours in Christ,
Most Reverend Dennis M. Schnurr, Archbishop of Cincinnati
Also, please see pages 2 and 3 of this newsletter for more
Beacons of Light information.
None of us knows what our future holds, but we know who
holds our future. His name is Jesus. We pray for guidance
and inspiration. We will keep you informed about Beacons
of Light. If you have any questions, please let me know.
May God graciously bless you. Prayers your way, too.
Bishop Joe

Beacons of Light is a multi-year process of pastoral planning for the Archdiocese of Cincinnati. Groupings
of parishes will come together as one faith community. These new “Families of Parishes” will be stronger,
with the resources to focus more on mission than on maintenance.
Through Beacons of Light, 50-60 parish groupings will become Families of Parishes throughout the cities
and towns, suburbs and rural communities of the 19 counties in western and southwestern Ohio. Pastors and
parishes leaders will then plan for the future of their Family of Parishes.
OUR VISION
Parishes that are Beacons of Light
In Families of Parishes, we will grow closer to God, follow Jesus through the power of the Holy Spirit and radiate
Christ throughout our lives. Rooted in prayer, each Family of Parishes will be guided by six principles:
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EUCHARIST

CHURCH

LEADERSHIP

The Eucharist is the source and
summit of the whole Christian
life. Accordingly, the Mass is
the essential moment for
building up and strengthening
the parish community, along
with sacraments and other
celebrations of the paschal
mystery - the passion, death
and resurrection of
Jesus Christ.

Each of us is called to actively
participate as a member of a
parish, the Universal Church
and our local Church, led by
our archbishop. Parishes
continually deepen the bonds
of communion with
other parishes.

Pastors, in collaboration with
parochial vicars, deacons and
lay ministers, according to
their proper roles and
charisms, share responsibility
for pastoral leadership. The
spiritual, physical and mental
health and ongoing support of
ordained and lay leaders is
vital for Families of Parishes.
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STEWARDSHIP

EVANGELIZATION

LOVE IN ACTION

Families of Parishes are
communities of grateful
disciples. Recognizing God’s
gifts, they use their talents,
skills and resources to build up
the Church and live as Christ’s
body in the world.

As centers of missionary
outreach, Families of Parishes
find new ways to foster
discipleship among all the
baptized. Schools, parishes,
and indeed Church itself are
centers of this essential work.

Families of Parishes will be
communities of charity and
justice, serving those most in
need and working to
change systems that oppress
and marginalize.

Beacons of Light Updates:
Be Heard, Stay Informed, Sign-up
To stay on top of the latest developments on Beacons of Light, the archdiocese-wide pastoral
planning process currently underway, sign up for the free monthly Beacons Update newsletter
at www.BeaconsAOC.org.

THE CURRENT REALITY
There are many factors which, when taken together,
diminish parish life.

DIOCESAN PRIESTS AVAILABLE
FOR ASSIGNMENT

• Religious practice is declining nationwide.

Fewer people are actively engaged in their faith. In
the Archdiocese of Cincinnati, the average Sunday
Mass is about one-third full.
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• Demographics in the Midwest are changing.

Live births are declining and the population is
moving south.
• In the Archdiocese of Cincinnati, our resources

are spread too thin. Our cur r ent infr astr uctur e
and schedules were built for a different era. Out of
necessity, priests are appointed as pastors sooner
than is optimal.
As a result, most of our church buildings are grossly
underutilized, our priests are stretched to the limit,
and many of our parishes are not the vibrant
communities of faith Catholics need them to be.
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TIMELINE
Key steps on the road from maintenance to mission
FALL 2020:
Beacons of Light
project launch
announced.
Data gathering from
parishes and
schools begins.

WINTER 2020/21:
Six principles of Beacons of
Light are established.
Design of parish planning
process (including vision
points and parameters)
begins.

SPRING 2021:
Parish and school data is
analyzed. Current reality is
assessed.

SUMMER 2021:
Families of Parishes
modeling begins. Draft of
parish planning process is
completed.

FALL 2021:
Draft models of Families of
Parishes are published for
comment. Parish planning
process (including vision
points and parameters) is
finalized.

WINTER 2021/22:
Families of Parishes are
finalized and announced.

SPRING 2022:
Pastors and parish leaders
begin preparing for the
parish planning process.

SUMMER 2022:
Families of Parish
implementation begins.
Each Family starts its parish
planning process.

Comment on draft “Families of Parishes”
Make sure your voice is heard!
Beacons of Light, the archdiocese-wide pastoral planning process currently underway, will result in all parishes
being grouped into “Families” under the leadership of one pastor. A draft of this plan will be shared
for public comment October 1-20 at www.CatholicAOC.or g/Beacons. Do not miss this oppor tunity to
provide your input to this important initiative which will shape the future of our archdiocese.

Parish News
Baptisms
Congratulations to the following families whose children
were recently baptized at Corpus Christi.
Brooklyn Isemhe Moses, daughter of Samuel & Prisca
Ekhaeyemhe
Emma Grace Pitcher, daughter of Kyle & Trisha Pitcher
Evan Emmanuel Moises, son of Emmanuel Moises &
Caitlin Real Cunanan
Rosé Brenae Hollstegge, daughter of Joseph Hollstegge &
Crissy Williams
Noelle Huntsberry, daughter of Chris & Erin Huntsberry
Barron William Stein, son of Adam & Rayanne Stein
Daleyza Olivia Gervacio Montes De Oca, daughter of Jose
Gervacio Hernandez & Elizabeth Montes De Oca Perez
Arian Ivan Carrillo, son of Selena Yanelli

New Parishioners
Join us in welcoming our new parishioners! We are so glad to
have you as part of our Corpus Christi Community!
Samuel & Prisca Ekhaeyemhe
Sarah Gunther & John Howells & family
Emmanuel Moises & Caitlin Real
Robert & Virginia Harrington
Joel Carrillo & Leonor Gonzalez & family
Alonso & Evelia Gervacio & family
Jose Gervacio Hernandez & Elizabeth Montes De Oca Perez
& family
Deb Trimble
Cliff Poppel
Ekene Obidigbo & Sylvia Oduah
John & Susan Fahey
Albert Bosch
Richard & Amanda Combs & family

Our Condolences
Please remember the family and friends of the following
parishioners in your prayers.
Joseph Mattan, Sr.
Elias Perdue
Charlotte Girmann
Ruth Ann Rieger
Edward E. Miller, Jr.
Morgan Pleasant
Rosemary Arcaro
Ronald McKinley
Eileen Miller
Clara Stavermann
Ross Jensen
Albert Silber, Jr.
Norbert Sterwerf
Wanda Kennedy
Annabelle Whyle

2021 - 2022 RCIA for Corpus Christi and
St. John Neumann Parishes
We will begin Tuesday, September 21 for
this year’s cycle of RCIA – Rite of
Christian Initiation for Adults. Classes
will be held in the McAlarney Building on
the Corpus Christi Campus. For most
weeks following September 21, classes will
begin at 7:00 PM and finish at 8:30 PM.
These classes will culminate in baptism and/or confirmation
for each adult at the Easter Vigil Mass.
There are two people, so far, who have a desire to begin the
process. We are confident that there are many more walking
and sitting among us who just need a voice of encouragement from those who know them best – YOU! If you know
of anybody who has talked about becoming Catholic, but has
never quite been ready to take the next step, we ask for your
prayers and your words to them on their behalf. As the old
saying goes, “Come on in, the water is fine!”
If you are interested in “checking it out,” it starts with a call
to Deacon Larry at 825-0618.

WOMEN’S RETREAT

Back again, following a year delay, is the Women’s
Retreat hosted by Corpus Christi Parish. The day-long
retreat will be led by Joe Shadle from Xavier University
and St. Thomas More College. His topic will be the
journeys of our lives with a specific focus on examples
from the Bible. Joe is a gifted facilitator who has been
with us before. Under his leadership, participants will
enjoy a day of growth, reflection and renewal.
The retreat will include all materials – you will only
need to bring your Bible. You will be pampered
throughout the day with three full meals and specialty
snacks during each break.
The cost for the retreat is $40, payable when you
register at the Corpus Christi Parish Center. Seating is
limited, so register early to guarantee yourself a place
for this very special day.

Do We Have Your Up-To-Date Information?
Have you changed your email? Did you get rid of your home phone? Have you moved in
the last year?
Please contact the Parish Office to update your information. We appreciate your
assistance in keeping our records up-to-date!
Call us at 513-825-0618 or email info@corpuschristicommunity.org with your updates.

Fall Adult Faith at Corpus Christi and
St. John Neumann
By Deacon Larry Day
Below is a list of adult faith activities for this fall. Whether
the activities are on the Corpus Christi campus or on the
campus of St. John Neumann, all are welcome! If you are
interested in joining a Small Community of Faith Group,
e-mail me or call the parish office so I can get you
connected to a facilitator of a group that matches your
availability.
The Parish Office can be reached at 825-0618.
My e-mail is lday@corpuschristicommunity.org.
Early Christian Writings
Meets on Monday nights from 7:00-8:30pm in Francis Hall
at Corpus Christi. We will continue our studies on the
Early Church Fathers and Mothers. Class will begin
September 13, 2021.
Tuesday Afternoon Bible Study
Meets on Tuesday afternoons from 12:00-2:00pm in
Francis Hall at Corpus Christi. We will be reading the Old
Testament books of Ruth and I Samuel. Class will begin
September 14, 2021. Refreshments provided. Bring your
Bible… any translation will be fine.
RCIA for Adults
People who want to join the Catholic Tradition and are part
of the Corpus Christi or St. John Neumann Parishes.
Classes will begin September 21st and will meet from
7:00 – 8:30pm in the McAlarney Building. Call Deacon
Larry at 825-0618 for more information.
Wednesday Evening Bible Study
Meets on Wednesday nights from 7:00-8:30pm in Daniel
Hall at St. John Neumann. We will be reading the gospel of
Matthew. Classes will begin September 15, 2021. Refreshments provided. Bring your Bible… any translation is fine.
Thursday Evening Bible Study
Meets on Thursday nights from 7:00-8:30pm in Francis
Hall at Corpus Christi. We will be reading the Old
Testament Books of Ruth and I Samuel. Classes will begin
September 16, 2021. Refreshments provided. Bring your
Bible… any translation is fine.
Friday Afternoon Bible Study
Meets on Friday afternoons from 12:00-2:00pm in Daniel
Hall at St. John Neumann. We will be reading the gospel of
Matthew. Classes will begin September 17, 2021. Refreshments provided. Bring your Bible…any translation is fine.
Small Communities of Faith
Small Communities of Faith Prayer and Book Study will
begin again this fall during the month of September. Group
facilitators will be contacting you concerning the actual
dates & times. The groups will read and discuss, “What I
am Living For: Lessons from the life and writings of
Thomas Merton.” The cost of the book is $5.00 and they
will be available at the first session. If you wish to join a
group or change groups, please call Deacon Larry at
825-0618. Anyone from both Corpus Christi and
St. John Neumann are welcome and encouraged to
participate in a Small Community of Faith.

Save the Dates!
Fall Happenings
We will continue to follow CDC guidelines and
will adjust activities as needed.

Corpus Christi Church
63rd Anniversary Mass
• September 11th and 12th
• Treats will be provided after each Mass
• View our Digital Corpus Christi history

display in the Gathering Space
• Centsible Raffle Drawing September 12th

Women’s Retreat
• Saturday, October 9th at Corpus Christi
• Space is limited. Register early.

Spaghetti Dinner
• Sunday, October 17th
• Dine-in and Carry-Out

Wedding Anniversary Mass
• Sunday, October 24th at the 10:45 a.m. Mass
• We will celebrate Milestone Wedding

Anniversaries (25th, 40th, 50th, 60th, 65th)

All Souls
• Tuesday, November 2nd, 7 p.m. Mass
• We remember those members of our

Corpus Christi Community who have
died and were buried from the Parish
throughout the past year.

Thanksgiving Day Mass
• Thursday, November 25th

10 a.m., St. John Neumann Church

Parish Financial Report – 2020-21
For the Fiscal Year 2020-21, our Offertory Collection
decreased 8 percent (during this time of health crisis and
economic uncertainty), but our Operational Expenses also
decreased by 8 percent. Members of our Parish staff and
our volunteers continue to be good stewards of our financial
resources.
The parish is still short of our goal for the Offertory
Collection to pay all of our Operational Expenses, including
regular routine/preventive maintenance. We are grateful for
all our fundraising efforts, as well as special donations
(capital improvements, donations from families to whom
we have ministered through our bereavement program,
etc.). Thanks to our Offertory Collection, good stewardship
of expenses, fundraisers and special donations, the Parish
received in total income about $34,000 more than we spent.

Corpus Christi Parish Financial Summary

In the words of Bishop Binzer, “We give thanks to God and
to you. We are grateful for your continuing support.”
It is good to see so many faces at Mass, and (thanks to our
livestreamed Masses) it is also wonderful to feel the
presence of those who are not able to physically attend
Mass, due to health concerns. We need you to continue to
pray, and enthusiastically participate in our Liturgies at
Corpus Christi. We need you to choose one of the many
opportunities to serve the Parish. We also need you to do
what you can to help pay our expenses at Corpus Christi.
Will you please prayerfully consider increasing your
donation to the Offertory collection? Thank you!
God bless!
Bill Marshall, Pastoral Associate

Youth Ministry Update
By PJ Ehling
Happy Autumn everyone! A lot has been going on in the youth ministry
office, and I’d like to share a little of what we’ve done over the summer, and
what we’re planning to do as the school year begins.
Our 7-12 grade youth ministry had two major events over the summer, our
Bible studies and the Summer Retreat. In our Bible studies, we took a closer
look at David in the Scriptures, and the lessons we learn from both his
successes and failures. We also saw some of the great Scripture passages
that point to the special place of Mary in God’s plan.
The Summer Retreat was held July 15-17, and instead of doing an off-site
mission/service trip, we focused on service here at Corpus. So the youth
renovated the flower garden by the St. Francis statue and in front of the
McAlarney building, as well as weeding various flower beds in preparation
for Bishop Binzer’s installation Mass. We also focused on the importance of
developing a prayer routine, and experienced different types of prayer to
incorporate in daily life.
Our 1-8 grade summer program was held at St. John the Baptist, June 21-25.
We focused on the Mass, what its deeper meaning is, how to participate in it
more fully, and how to live the Mass in daily life. We had a blast that week,
and it’s being followed up by new religious education programs at each of
our parishes through the school year.
As we look to the beginning of the school year, there are several programs to
mention, and we invite our young people and their families to get involved.
First, our 7-12 grade youth ministry program resumes regular Wednesday
night meetings on September 1, from 7:00-8:30 p.m. It’s a combination of a
fun and solid Catholic community with opportunities to learn more about our
faith and experience God’s presence and movement in our lives through
prayer. We’re also going to have some special events through the year. All
youth in grades 7-12 are invited to join us anytime! An objective we have for
this year is to increase participation not just from Corpus families but also
from our surrounding community. We’d love for you to let other families
know about our program and invite them to contact me for more info!
We are launching a brand new 1-6 grade youth ministry program, set to
begin on October 6. This will serve as a year-round religious education
program, augmented by both the summer program and Children’s Liturgy of
the Word. The program will have three primary focus points: to build
community between the younger members of our parish; to give kids
opportunities for genuine experiences of prayer (and to learn how to pray
more deeply); and to offer the kids solid catechesis that will support the
development of their faith life and prepare them for the more complex topics
we discuss in 7-12 grade youth ministry. These goals will be achieved
through utilizing youth ministry strategies that serve not just to educate the
kids in theology, but also help them develop a Catholic spirituality and
prayer life. We are currently looking for volunteers to help staff this
program; if you’d like to get involved or want more information, contact
me! This program will also serve as our F irst Reconciliation and F irst
Communion prep for second grade families.
Children’s Liturgy of the Word is also set to restart after a COVID hiatus on
September 12. We’ve got some great catechists who are looking forward to
joining the kids again during Mass. It’s geared toward children ages 4 years
through 4th grade, and will be offered on Sunday mornings through the
school year. Be sure to use this opportunity to deepen our children’s
experience of Mass as we are fed from both the table of the Eucharist and
the table of the Word!
To close, I’ve completed my first year at Corpus Christi and embarking upon
my second. I am deeply appreciative of the welcome my family and I have
received here, and look forward to meeting more families and helping lead
our kids more deeply into the mysteries of Christ and our faith!
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