January 22, 2021

Dear Parishioners,
I cannot write the date ‘January 22’ without thinking about that fateful decision made by the
Supreme Court on this date in 1973 which legalized abortion on demand in this country. Hopefully
regardless of our political affiliations, we can all agree that abortion is sad and tragic for all parties
involved: certainly for the child whose life is snuffed out even before he or she had an opportunity
to thrive, for the woman who so often feels pressured that this is the only ‘choice’ that she can
make, to the culture that has so disconnected sex and pro-creation that abortion has merely
become another form of birth control, and even to the men who share in this responsibility, so
often by a lack of taking responsibility for the child he helped to bring into creation.
I have long pondered the question of how to eliminate this great scourge in our country and have
no simple or easy answer. But I do believe that the answer begins in prayer, for it is prayer that
truly changes hearts. For in prayer, we are able to see that small life within the womb as truly that:
a life, a life with the full potential of God’s promises surrounding this small child. It is prayer that
we are spurred to action to care for the most vulnerable among us. It is prayer that we realize the
things we have around us do not belong to me, but are gifts from our Heavenly Father, and when
we share those gifts, so much more comes back our way.
In that arena, we have a particular way to help alleviate some of the causes of abortion in our
neighborhoods, today. The Elizabeth New Life Center is one of the region’s fastest growing and
most successful crisis pregnancy centers. As of February 1, they will be opening their eighth
pregnancy center between Dayton, Sidney and Cincinnati, and it is right in Mount Healthy (in
addition to their current center next to Kroger in Forrest Park, too.)
Obviously financial donations are greatly appreciated as they seek to build capital to open their
new center, but they also have a large ‘baby boutique’ in which they provide clients with the
necessary items to care for their children once they are born. If you have new or gently used baby
and toddler items, the staff at the Elizabeth New Life Center would put them to good use with in a
home of a new family. You can drop things off at the parish office and I will see that they get
delivered to center as soon as possible.
This is a cause that is very near and dear to my heart. Generally on the first Saturday of every
month, I offer Mass at Holy Name Church in Mt. Auburn as part of the Helpers of God’s Precious
Infants movement in which persons gather in prayer for an end to the scourge of abortion and for
the conversion of those who are in that industry. Today in particular, I invite you to join me in
prayer for this same intention.
God Bless,
Fr. Kyle Schnippel
Pastor

